
7 Ways We Accidentally Help Temptation Win 
(And What to Do Instead)  

 
Temptation is part of the Christian life. This simple guide helps you spot the most common ways we unknowingly succumb 
to temptation and quickly replace them with faithful responses that strengthen virtue and return us to God. 
 
This Is for You If: 
† You genuinely want to follow Christ, but distractions lead you astray 
† You are uncertain about the dangers surrounding temptation 
† You need a clear, practical way to resist temptation without counting on sheer willpower 
† You want to turn spiritual battles into spiritual growth 

 
What’s Really Causing the Problem? 
Most of the time, temptation wins before the obvious moment, because we: 
† Mislabel temptation (as a worthy desire, as a sin, as “no big deal”) and respond incorrectly 
† Delay by “hanging around” the bait or failing to devise alternative responses 
† Depend only on ourselves without cooperating with grace  
† Hide in shame and discouragement rather than seeking God  

 
Temptation is not the sin. But when we internalize the temptation—by lingering, delighting, rationalizing, controlling, 
or even complying—we jeopardize our relationship with God by increasing our liklihood to sin. 
 
Replacing Vice with Virtue 
When we make a deliberate effort to replace a bad habit with a good habit, we rewire ourselves to promptly, easily, 
and joyfully respond to life’s challenges. Consider these virtue and vice pairings: 
† Humility overcomes pride 
† Kindness overcomes envy 
† Patience overcomes wrath 
† Diligence overcomes sloth 
† Charity overcomes avarice 
† Temperance overcomes gluttony 
† Chastity overcomes lust 

 
The 5-Minute Temptation Response Plan  
Use this in the moment temptation hits: 

1. Notice and name it: “This is temptation; I don’t have to consent” 
2. Pray to God for assistance and find strength in Scripture (choose any single verse): 

“The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I lack” (Psalm 23:1) 
“Resist the devil, and he will flee from you” (James 4:7) 
“God is faithful and will not let you be tried beyond your strength” (1 Corinthians 10:13) 
“Put on the armor of God so that you may be able to stand firm” (Ephesians 6:11) 
“I have the strength for everything through him who empowers me” (Philippians 4:13) 

3. Redirect: Stop the cycle; distance yourself if necessary 
4. Apply the appropriate counter-move and next step described on the following page 
5. Replace: Swap the temptation with a healthy habit 

 
At the end of the day, reinforce your progress by recalling the areas where you chose God over temptation. Express 
gratitude for His help. If there are instances where you slipped, don’t spiral. Instead, run faster to the Lord. That 
fosters growth in humility and trust. 



The 7 Common Mistakes (and the Fix) 
 
Mistake #1: Denying the danger of temptation 
 

What it sounds like: “I’m in control. I’ll stop before I cross the line.” 
Why it helps temptation: Small indiscretions pull you off track and promote bad habits. Bad habits lead to sin. 
Counter-move: Name the risk correctly. Recognize: “This brings me closer to sin and further away from God.” 
Do next: Reorient yourself toward God with one small prayer of trust: “Jesus, I trust in You.”  
 
Mistake #2: Negotiating with the temptation 
 

What it looks like: Keeping it nearby, debating it, replaying it, longing for it. 
Why it helps temptation: Temptation rarely beats you with force. It wins by wearing down your clarity. 
Counter-move: Resist or flee—don’t host it. Close the tab. End the conversation. Change your environment.  
Do next: Break the loop. Physically move away from the source. Think about what Jesus would do. 
 
Mistake #3: Relying only on willpower instead of grace 
 

What it sounds like: “I can handle this. I just need to be stronger.” 
Why it helps temptation: Pride makes you fight alone, without the support of Our Lord who triumphs over all evil. 
Counter-move: Find strength in prayer. “Lord, give me the grace to overcome this struggle and choose You.” 
Do next: Petition a saint (such as the Blessed Mother, Saint Joseph, Saint Michael) to intercede for you. 
 
Mistake #4: Forgetting the “lie” inside the temptation 
 

What it promises: finite goods like wealth, pleasure, honor, power, control, relief, belonging, escape—now. 
What it costs: infinite goods like truth, goodness, beauty, peace, clarity, virtue, union with God—later. 
Counter-move: Expose the lie. Ask: “What am I really getting? Will this last? Is that ultimately what I desire?” 
Do next: Replace the false promise with a true one: “God provides for all of my needs. Sin never satisfies.” 
 
Mistake #5: Ignoring your predictable weaknesses 
 

What it looks like: Not having a plan to combat common triggers and repeated moments of transgression. 
Why it helps temptation: The enemy looks for openings and uses them against you. 
Counter-move: Pre-determine your escape route. Make a plan: “If I feel __________, then I will __________.” 
Do next: Stay vigilant to patterns, avoid trouble zones, practice the virtue that combats the vice. 
 
Mistake #6: Giving up rather than getting up after you fall 
 

What it sounds like: “I already gave in. I have nothing more to lose now.”  
Why it helps temptation: Temptation leads to sin, and sin multiplies in the darkness. 
Counter-move: Return immediately to God. Pray: “Lord, I’m sorry. Please forgive me. Help me do better.” 
Do next: Step back into the light (renounce occasion to sin, pray Act of Contrition, make heartfelt Confession). 
 
Mistake #7: Hiding in shame instead of asking for forgiveness 
 

What it looks like: Avoiding prayer, avoiding Confession, thinking “I’m not worthy to walk with Jesus.” 
Why it helps temptation: Shame keeps you from the very medicine that heals you. 
Counter-move: Restore friendship with Jesus. Divine Mercy is not for the perfect—it’s for the willing. 
Do next: Frequent the Sacraments, do good works, make amends, study the Bible, attend Mass, go to Adoration. 
 


